that he must at last send it off (no doubt success- 
fully) to a further range of death. These characters 
seem already proved inextinguishable. If they are 
hopeless, they are vehemently so—and that, again, 
is a kind of contradiction. His decimation of these 
people and their world develops a ritual intensity 
usually reserved for the production of saints. 

Genet’s whole career has, of course, been ram- 
pant with contradiction. For 28 years he was in and 
out of European prisons for reasons involving 
theft, narcotics and prostitution. By 1948 such 
literary leaders as Sartre, Cocteau and Gide had 
helped to obtain his final release. But six years be- 
fore that he had begun writing, first novels, then 
plays, homosexually-oriented and shielding love 
within violence. The extraordinary rituals of his 
two best-known earlier plays, The Balcony and 
The Blacks, are aimed against the actual, evil- 
derived rituals that he sees in every human insti- 
tution—military, social, political, religious. 

The Screens, while localized in Algeria and deal- 
ing with Arabs (sympathetically) and the French 
ruling class (satirically), is as huge in scope as it 
is long in passage. Its central thread involves a 
kind of Arabic “Mother Courage” character, her son 
Said, and the sublimely ugly girl whom Said mar- 
ries. Weaseling his way between the French and 
the Algerians, Said early and jubilantly dedicates 
himself to a missionary career of pure evil, revil- 
ing, deceiving and betraying. Around him the op- 
posing elements at last cancel each other out: op- 
pression and revolution, glory and treachery, life 
and death—all of them symbolically fly-blown and 
nettle-stung. 

At one point along this play's marvellous river 
of language a French Lieutenant who wants his 
men “lyrical, earthy and in heat” is lecturing them 
about the instant of shooting Arabs: “I know they're 
rats; but for a split second take a look at the hu- 
manity in them. Othewise, you'll be killing rats.” 
At another point a defrocked and bemused Arab 
judge proclaims: “I’ve only learned something: the 
world is divided; I cannot judge. I can only take 
sides.” And the Mother, near the end, has “every 
hope of polluting death itself.” 

For all its five hours there is no getting tired of 
The Screens or of the particularly resourceful act- 
ing of Julie Bovasso as the Mother and Robert 
Jenkins as Said. Its translator and guest director at 
the Chelsea Theater Center is Minos Volonakis, 
whose voracious and impressive skills are being 
shown in this country for the first time. 

The staging is in a remote reach of the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, as bleak and unpromising at 
first as a subway tunnel. But soon the gray walls 
unfold and spew forth an incredible continuity of 
sets, props—and screens—for the 45 actors. The 
screens work well enough to earn their title role: 
they lend themselves to changes of action, they have 
props or symbols drawn on them by actors, and 
they frame the paper through which characters 
burst into death with a relieved smile and the in- 
variable line: “Well, well, what do you know! And 
they make such a fuss about it! People need a little 
fun. . 
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In spite of this death-euphoria, there is no direct 
statement in Genet’s play (any more than in Pin- 
ter’s) to encourage hope for love or peace or fulfill- 
ment on earth. Presumably, it would be a hypo- 
crisy for either playwright—or their directors—to 
allow such indulgence. And I suppose it would 
shatter each of these two opposite dramatic frames. 

The Screens buzzes like its flies and stings like 
its nettles with tiny, crackling propositions at the 
ultimate point to which Genet has driven his vision 
of preposterousness in life. If any one of the pro- 
positions happens or threatens to sound hopeful, it 
is quickly slapped down. But out of this, still, 
emerges something that is unique enough to own 
no word—some kind of antonym for hopeless. 

There are playwrights who apparently see noth- 
ing left to say both sympathetically and honestly 
for man. For them, he is all warts. If I may be 
allowed a hope, it is that they will encounter what 
comes out of Genet’s long pilgrimage of decima- 
tion. 

Louis CHAPIN 


Index to Volume XXXI 


February 8, 1971 to January 24, 1972 


Articles* 


Almquist, Brian, Soviet Policy Toward its Jews (I) 
Feb. 8 

\ (P) May 31 

Baldwin, Frank, Korea's Struggle for Self-Determina- 
GOR ors: (I) July 26 
Baly, A. Denis, The Search for Peace: A Modest De- 
fense y (I, C) Sept. 20 
Bennett, John C., Thirtieth Anniversary Speech .. May 3 
Blake, Eugene Carson, Thirtieth Anniversary Speech 


Report) (I) Nov. 29 
Bovd, Malcolm, The Collective Center .. (AmS) Nov. 1 
Cooper, Cornelius Jr., Interview by Roger Shinn (AmS) 

Berrie ee July 26 
Cox, Harvey, Eight Theses on Female Liberation (AmS) 

pes Oct. 4 
Eckardt, Roy A., Anti-Israelism, Anti-Semitism and the 

Quakers (I, C) Sept. 20 
Fackre, Gabriel, The Liberated Middle .. (AmS) Nov. 1 
Fitch, Tony and Tepper, Julian, No Time to Talk: 

Hour by Hour at Attica (AmS, P, R) Oct. 18 

The Politics of Prisons (AmS, R, P) Oct. 18 
Flowers, Ronald B., Piety in Public Places (ChS) 

TA Re Nov. 1 
Fore, William F., Media and Democracy (AmS, P, ChS) 

: Sapsora needa Le May 17 
Fry, John R., Tom Wolfe's Cardboard Mau-Maus (Ar- 

ticle-review of Radical Chic and Mau-Mauing the 

Flak Catchers by Tom Wolfe) .. (AmS) May 17 
Gurton, Gammer, Come, Play with Me! (Ams, T) 

Dec. 13 
On Growing Old . . . and 
RR os ese sas aa (AmS) June 14 


* The symbols appearing in the parentheses following the 
title are used to indicate the subjects dealt with. The key to 
the symbols is: American Society (AmS), Church (C), Church 
and State (ChS), Economics (Ec), Education (Ed), Internation- 
al Relations (1), Labor (L), Politics (P), Race Relations (R), 
Theology (T). 


Christianity and Crisis 





that he must at last send it off (no doubt success- 
fully) to a further range of death. These characters 
seem already proved inextinguishable. If they are 
hopeless, they are vehemently so—and that, again, 
is a kind of contradiction. His decimation of these 
people and their world develops a ritual intensity 
usually reserved for the production of saints. 

Genet’s whole career has, of course, been ram- 
pant with contradiction. For 28 years he was in and 
out of European prisons for reasons involving 
theft, narcotics and prostitution. By 1948 such 
literary leaders as Sartre, Cocteau and Gide had 
helped to obtain his final release. But six years be- 
fore that he had begun writing, first novels, then 
plays, homosexually-oriented and shielding love 
within violence. The extraordinary rituals of his 
two best-known earlier plays, The Balcony and 
The Blacks, are aimed against the actual, evil- 
derived rituals that he sees in every human insti- 
tution—military, social, political, religious. 

The Screens, while localized in Algeria and deal- 
ing with Arabs (sympathetically) and the French 
ruling class (satirically), is as huge in scope as it 
is long in passage. Its central thread involves a 
kind of Arabic “Mother Courage” character, her son 
Said, and the sublimely ugly girl whom Said mar- 
ries. Weaseling his way between the French and 
the Algerians, Said early and jubilantly dedicates 
himself to a missionary career of pure evil, revil- 
ing, deceiving and betraying. Around him the op- 
posing elements at last cancel each other out: op- 
pression and revolution, glory and treachery, life 
and death—all of them symbolically fly-blown and 
nettle-stung. 

At one point along this play's marvellous river 
of language a French Lieutenant who wants his 
men “lyrical, earthy and in heat” is lecturing them 
about the instant of shooting Arabs: “I know they're 
rats; but for a split second take a look at the hu- 
manity in them. Othewise, you'll be killing rats.” 
At another point a defrocked and bemused Arab 
judge proclaims: “I’ve only learned something: the 
world is divided; I cannot judge. I can only take 
sides.” And the Mother, near the end, has “every 
hope of polluting death itself.” 

For all its five hours there is no getting tired of 
The Screens or of the particularly resourceful act- 
ing of Julie Bovasso as the Mother and Robert 
Jenkins as Said. Its translator and guest director at 
the Chelsea Theater Center is Minos Volonakis, 
whose voracious and impressive skills are being 
shown in this country for the first time. 

The staging is in a remote reach of the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, as bleak and unpromising at 
first as a subway tunnel. But soon the gray walls 
unfold and spew forth an incredible continuity of 
sets, props—and screens—for the 45 actors. The 
screens work well enough to earn their title role: 
they lend themselves to changes of action, they have 
props or symbols drawn on them by actors, and 
they frame the paper through which characters 
burst into death with a relieved smile and the in- 
variable line: “Well, well, what do you know! And 
they make such a fuss about it! People need a little 
fun. . 


510 


In spite of this death-euphoria, there is no direct 
statement in Genet’s play (any more than in Pin- 
ter’s) to encourage hope for love or peace or fulfill- 
ment on earth. Presumably, it would be a hypo- 
crisy for either playwright—or their directors—to 
allow such indulgence. And I suppose it would 
shatter each of these two opposite dramatic frames. 

The Screens buzzes like its flies and stings like 
its nettles with tiny, crackling propositions at the 
ultimate point to which Genet has driven his vision 
of preposterousness in life. If any one of the pro- 
positions happens or threatens to sound hopeful, it 
is quickly slapped down. But out of this, still, 
emerges something that is unique enough to own 
no word—some kind of antonym for hopeless. 

There are playwrights who apparently see noth- 
ing left to say both sympathetically and honestly 
for man. For them, he is all warts. If I may be 
allowed a hope, it is that they will encounter what 
comes out of Genet’s long pilgrimage of decima- 
tion. 

Louis CHAPIN 


Index to Volume XXXI 


February 8, 1971 to January 24, 1972 


Articles* 


Almquist, Brian, Soviet Policy Toward its Jews (I) 
Feb. 8 

\ (P) May 31 

Baldwin, Frank, Korea's Struggle for Self-Determina- 
GOR ors: (I) July 26 
Baly, A. Denis, The Search for Peace: A Modest De- 
fense y (I, C) Sept. 20 
Bennett, John C., Thirtieth Anniversary Speech .. May 3 
Blake, Eugene Carson, Thirtieth Anniversary Speech 


Report) (I) Nov. 29 
Bovd, Malcolm, The Collective Center .. (AmS) Nov. 1 
Cooper, Cornelius Jr., Interview by Roger Shinn (AmS) 

Berrie ee July 26 
Cox, Harvey, Eight Theses on Female Liberation (AmS) 

pes Oct. 4 
Eckardt, Roy A., Anti-Israelism, Anti-Semitism and the 

Quakers (I, C) Sept. 20 
Fackre, Gabriel, The Liberated Middle .. (AmS) Nov. 1 
Fitch, Tony and Tepper, Julian, No Time to Talk: 

Hour by Hour at Attica (AmS, P, R) Oct. 18 

The Politics of Prisons (AmS, R, P) Oct. 18 
Flowers, Ronald B., Piety in Public Places (ChS) 

TA Re Nov. 1 
Fore, William F., Media and Democracy (AmS, P, ChS) 

: Sapsora needa Le May 17 
Fry, John R., Tom Wolfe's Cardboard Mau-Maus (Ar- 

ticle-review of Radical Chic and Mau-Mauing the 

Flak Catchers by Tom Wolfe) .. (AmS) May 17 
Gurton, Gammer, Come, Play with Me! (Ams, T) 

Dec. 13 
On Growing Old . . . and 
RR os ese sas aa (AmS) June 14 


* The symbols appearing in the parentheses following the 
title are used to indicate the subjects dealt with. The key to 
the symbols is: American Society (AmS), Church (C), Church 
and State (ChS), Economics (Ec), Education (Ed), Internation- 
al Relations (1), Labor (L), Politics (P), Race Relations (R), 
Theology (T). 


Christianity and Crisis 





Hawk, 


David, Thirtieth Anniversary Speech 
Hertzberg, 


. May 3 
Arthur, The Jerusalem 


Question (I) 
Nov. 29 
Report) (I) 
Nov. 29 
(AmS) 
June 28 
(ChS, P, 
April 19 
Connecticut is the Center 
...(AmS)_ Jan. 10 
Inflation? (Ec, L) 
Oct. 4 

Terror in South Africa (R, I) 
Dec. 27 

Working for the Revolution 
(I, P, T) June 28 
Apologist for Intolerance 
(AmS, P) March 22 
Anniversary Speech 
, OCT Ee!) at 
McGraw, Jim, Churchism is Dead! (Interview with Dr. 
Leon Sullivan) (C, Ec) Jan. 10 
Mead, Margaret, New Style of Aging (AmS) 
Nov. 15 
and Legal 
March 8 
Nov. 29 


Morally U nforgivable (The Quaker 


Hope, Scott and Glenda, In Pr raise of Intimacy 


Kelley, Dean M., The 
\mS) 

Kinzie, Charles E., 
of the 

Kuhn, 


Court and Conscience 
Danbury, 
Universe ... reas 
James, Who's to Blame for 


Lockwood, Ted, Trial by 


Mi artinez, Sergio Arce, 


May, William F., Marcuse: 


McCarthy, Eugene, Thirtieth 


Moody, Howard, Abortion: 


Problem 


Woman's Right 
(AmS, P) 
Moore, Arthur, The Jerusalem Question .. (I) 
Moore, Paul, White Addiction (AmS, P) Jan. 10 
Myers, Right Rev. C. Kilmer, Bishop of California, 
Statement on the Ordination of Women (AmS, T) 
ar ae Chenoa Dec. 13 
Noel, Daniel C., The De: ath ‘of God Pecos Dinner 
Blues a 163 , Ed) Nov. 15 
Novak, Michael, Planetary Theology .. ony March 22 
Ogden, Schubert M., Truth, Truthfulness and Secularity 
-« (EB) Apsik’5 
Ecumenical Allies 
(C) Dec. 27 
Iwo Gentlemen from Block Island 
ee ee Te ee , (AmS, P) Feb. 8 
Rosenhause, Sharon, The Invisible Wall of Suburban 
ZOMG 55%. . (P, AmS) July 12 
Ruether, Rosemary, A Radical-Liberal in the Streets of 
Washington ar >. (P). july 12 
Mother Earth and the Meg umachine (AmS, T) 
ee teh Dec. 13 
Schwarzschild, Steven, Eminently Reasonable (The 
Qauker Report) (1) Nov. 29 
Shinn, Roger, The Mass Psychology of Army Life (In- 
terview with Cornelius Cooper Jr.) ..(AmS) July 26 
Smith, Dwight C., Lats Calling the Shots at Attica 
(AmS, P) Oct. 18 
Countering the Military-Industrial 
(AmS, P) Feb. 22 
McGraw (C, Ec) 
Jan. 10 
Fhornberry, Judith and Milo, Taiwan: Third Factor in 
the China Problem (I, P) June 2% 
van den Heuvel, Albert, Integration in Suffering (R, 1) 
es Dec. 27 
Warren, David L. , Safe At Home .. (AmS) June 14 
Whitehead, Raymond L., Inside China: Old Problems 
and New Hopes ..... (I) Aug. 9 
Wicker, Tom, Thirtieth Anniversary Speech .... May 3 
Williams, Preston N., Ethics and Ethos in the Black 
Experience ... (R, T, AmS) May 31 
Young, Andrew, Phirtieth Anniversary Speech .. May 3 


Quebedeaux, Rich: ird, Ev: angelic: als: 


Rose, Stephen Cc. ' 


Stackhouse, 
Complex 
Sullivan, Leon, 


Max ‘i. 


Interview by Jim 


Editorials 


Baldwin, Frank, Tightening the Screws in Korea (I) 
Jan. 10 
China? (I) 
Feb. 8 

May 17 
Aug. 9 
Church-State Confusion 
Wier (ChS) Aug. 9 
Bennett, John C., After Thirty Years ...... March 22 
A History of Errors (I, P) May 31 
Iwo Signs of National Health .. AmS) July 26 


Bates, M. Searle, What's Happening - in 
P RC -USA-USSR Vid 
China in a New Context 


Beach, Waldo, The Court's 


January 24, 1972 


82 


47 
84 
290 
240 


oF 
a/ 


250 
296 


22) 
14 
290 


Oo" 


Surprising Possibilities for Detente .... (I) Sept. 20 
Billy Graham in Oakland ... (ChS, I) Oct. 4 
Defending Angela Davis (C, R) Dec. 13 
Face-Saving Inhumanity .. ... (P) Jan. 10 
Cox, Harvey, The Pentagon Papers (P) July 12 
The Editors, A Call to Penitence and Action (P, I) 
April 19 

\ Prophet Among Us (Tribute to Reinhold Niebuhr) 
June 28 
(AmS) Oct. 4 
Quagmire? (I) 
May 31 
Demythologizing the Professionals 
(AmS) April 5 

(AmS) Nov. 15 

an Indictment (AmS, P) 
March 8 

June 14 
(AmS) 
Feb. 22 
Shinw, Roger, Human Freedom and the SST (P) Feb.8 
The Court Coerces Conscience .... (P, ChS) April 5 
rhe Court and Social Change (P) Oct. 18 


Harsh, 
Kuhn, 


Robert \., 
James W., 


‘High Noon at Attica .. 
Viet Nam—Who’s 
Moody, Howard, 


The Great Drug Awakening 
Moore, Arthur J., Notes after 


Is Nixon Doing Something Right? re 
Novak, Michael, Zong: The Sickest Society of All 


Short Articles, Perspectives, Reviews 


(1) Oct. 4 
Prosperity (Ec, P) 
ct. 18 

Anniversary Dinnet 
May 3. 81,83 
(AmS, R) Dec. 27 


Baly, 
Breed, 


More on the Middle East 
R., Nixon's New 


\. Denis, 
Donald 
Brown, Robert McAfee, “Thirtieth 
“telegrams” x4 

Burford, Walter W., Shaft . 
Chapin, Louis, 4 Midsummer Night’s Dream, Touch, 
Commune ‘ ; March 8 
The Trial of the Catonsi ille INONG 5 is scares April 19 
Long Day's Journey Into Night, Antigone, One Flew 
over the Cuckoo's Nest, Line June 14 
Godspell July 26 
Jesus Christ, Superstar Nov. 1 
Old Times and The Screens . Jan. 10 
Cox, Harvey, Tora! Tora! Tora! a aaiers Feb. 8 
Brewster McCloud ... ere Feb. 22 
Little Big Man ae March 22 
MURR ee Cala irre ai Cae wie a a ree April 5 
Love Story April 19 
Follies Re May 31 
Eckardt, A Rov, More on Middle East . . Oct. 4 
Reply on Middle East . Jan. 10 
Harsh, Robert A., Holy Week in Jail May 17 
Novak, Michael, The Politics of Surprise .. (P) Aug. 9 
Unmasking Self-Interests . (P, AmS) Oct. 4 
thompson, Kenneth W., Tides and Trauma (P, I) 
; April 5 


178 
195 
266 
302 
138 


66 


126 
194 


101 


54 
238 
26 
114 
13 
] 
53 
210 


208 


223 


85, 86 


288 


33 
74 


121 
163 
234 


9 
22 
51 
61 
75 
111 
206 
297 

99 
175 
197 


62 





THE PROMISE OF 
REINHOLD NIEBUHR 
Gabriel Fackre 


rency.... 
libraries.” 


it must be labelled brilliant.” 


at your local bookstore 
paper $1.75 
J. B. LIPPINCOTT 





“Fackre has done a remarkable job within 
such a compact format of both presenting 
Niebuhr's thought and defending its cur- 
should be on the shelves of all 


Choice 


Best Sellers 


hard cover $3.50 











